
The Bolton Academy of  Spoken Arts

BASA



BETTER SPEAKERS, BETTER LIVES

Using the study of  literature and the tools of  theatre, we develop skillful communicators 
who are confident in expressing their ideas in any medium, at any time, for any audience.

Dates:
Term 1: July 2 – 12

Term 2: July 15 – 26
Term 3: July 29 – August 9 (no class on BC Day)

Term 4: August 12 – 23

PRIVATE SPEECH ARTS
Superior speaking skills ensure success. For over 
20 years, BASA has been helping young people 
to develop those skills. Using literature to hone 
speaking proficiency, develop critical thinking, 
and make better people, our classes are tailored 
to the needs of  individual students. 

Students cover a spectrum of  skills, including:
• Clarity, volume, and projection
• Body language and facial expression
• Greetings and conversation skills
• Creative and persuasive writing
• Critical thinking and decision-making
• Confident presentation and communication
• Reading comprehension

Grades: Kindergarten–12 
Class Length: 28 minutes
Tuition:  $60 per session

Terms: 1, 2, 4 
Schedule: 10:00am – 5:30pm



PRIVATE WRITING

These intensive classes cater to the writing needs of  individual students in a 
one-on-one setting. By tapping into specific writing styles and genres, students 
will learn how to effectively communicate their unique perspective on paper.

Students have the opportunity to: 

• Develop a positive, productive relationship with writing
• Channel their own voices and take ownership of  their work
• Work on both short- and long-term projects
• Study a variety of  genres, including poetry, fiction, and memoir
• Refine their grammatical and editing skills

Our Private Writing Instructors are professional writers, who will give stu-
dents the opportunity to engage with their personal interests and ideas, tai-
lored to students’ individual needs and interests, strengths and weaknesses, 
and specific writing goals and projects.

Grades: 2 – 12 
Class Length: 28 minutes
Tuition:  $60 per session

Terms 1, 2 & 4
Schedule: 10:00am – 5:30pm YOUNG AUTHORS II

Young Authors II will open young writers’ minds 
to the endless possibilities a blank page can pro-
vide. Students will learn through play and experi-
mentation, and through their play, find inspiration 
for their writing assignments. Our Writer-in-Res-
idence will guide students through the longer, fo-
cussed writing sessions needed to foster creativity 
and establish positive, lifelong writing habits. 

Students will learn: 

• Advanced vocabulary
• Story structure
• Poetry and personal writing techniques
• Feedback and basic editing skills

Grade: 2 
Class Length: 50 minutes
Tuition:  $100 per session

Terms: 1, 2 
Schedule: 3:30pm – 5:20pm



INTRODUCTION TO SPEECH ARTS
Creative freedom and confidence in self-expression 
are essential life skills for young people. Combin-
ing elements of  acting, theatre, performance studies, 
and drama in a supportive environment, this course 
equips students with performance tools that will ben-
efit them in the future, including:

• Acting techniques and improvisation
• Characterization and script analysis
• Physicality, blocking, and staging a scene
• Creation and production of  own work

Students will work each day to rehearse scenes from 
classic texts, as well as create and workshop their own 
scenes, culminating in a performance on the final day.

ACTOR’S CREATIVE INTENSIVE

Grade: 3-4
Class Length: 80 minutes
Tuition:  $75 per session

Terms: 2, 4 
Schedule: 10:00am – 11:20am

Grade: 3-6
Class Length: 140 minutes
Tuition:  $100 per session

Term: 2 
Schedule: 10:00am – 12:20pm
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Thinking and communicating with clarity and precision is the basis 
of  building meaningful relationships in our personal, educational, and 
professional lives. 

Through the course of  a term, students will:

• Explore a wide array of  literature
• Learn speech and story structure
• Develop research and critical thinking skills
• Master essential performance techniques
• Build self-confidence 
• Present their work in several performance opportunities

In this class, small groups of  students will work collaboratively to build 
the foundations of  effective communication by producing engaging 
material and delivering impactful performances.

ON CAMERA
Making a movie is more than just “Lights! 
Camera! Action!” Students learn how to work 
together, creating memories that will last a 
lifetime! Through a practical approach, stu-
dents collaborate and learn the step by step 
process of  filmmaking. The work filmed will 
be featured in the BASA lobby and students 
will receive their own copy! Students will gain 
experience in:

• Brainstorming, writing, and pitching ideas 
• Improvisation and acting on camera
• Vocal technique
• Teamwork & leadership

Grade: 7-9 
Class Length: 140 minutes
Tuition:  $100 per session

Term: 2 
Schedule: 3:00pm – 5:20pm



CV Explore! is an opportunity for children 
aged 4 to 5 to explore the creative process 
behind storytelling and development of  ideas. 
Students will work with an instructor in a 
team environment to create a show based on 
a celebrated piece of  literature. This two-hour, 
camp-style class will allow parents to drop their 
children off  and pick them up at the end of  
the day to encourage independent behaviour. 
Opportunities include:      

• Leadership
• Team-building
• Artistic expression
• Vocal confidence

CREATIVE VOICES SUMMER
Creative Voices Summer is especially recommended for students new BASA because it is a great op-
portunity to learn about the structure and benefit of  the Creative Voices program. Children and par-
ents will be able to sample some of  the curriculum and routine that makes Creative Voices so effective 
and essential in developing young voices. Skills that will be targeted during this class include:

• Confidence and social awareness •    Focus and listening •    Teamwork and leadership

Participation in at least Creative Voices Summer or regular-term Creative Voices class is required to 
gain access to our specialized “Creative Voices: Interview Skills” program during the latter part of  the 
summer.

CV EXPLORE!

Creative Voices I 

Age: 3 years old by class start date
Term 1: 10:00am-10:50am & 2:00pm-2:50pm

Term 2: 1:00pm-1:50pm
Term 3: 10:00am-10:50am & 3:00pm-3:50pm

Term 4: 1:00pm-1:50pm

Age: 4 - 5 years by class start date*
Class Length: 110 minutes

Tuition:  $100 per group session
Term: 2, 4 

Schedule: 10:00am – 11:50am
*Available to students who have previously taken BASA classes

Creative Voices II

Age: 4 years old by class start date
Term 1: 11:00am-11:50am & 3:00pm-3:50pm

Term 2: 2:00pm-2:50pm
Term 3: See interview week schedule

Term 4: 2:00pm-2:50pm

Creative Voices III

Age: 5 years old by December 31, 2019
Term 1: 1:00pm-1:50pm & 4:00pm-4:50pm

Term 2: 3:00pm-3:50pm
Term 3: See interview week schedule

Term 4: 3:00pm-3:50pm

Class Length: 50 minutes
Tuition:  $50 per session



Interview Term is an intensive 9-day course which focuses 
on interview skills and preparation for students of  all ages. 
This can mean practicing for specific upcoming interviews 
or building interview skills for general use later on. Students 
will have an opportunity to participate in a one-on-one mock 
interview, and at the end of  the 2 weeks, each student will 
receive a report on the behaviour exhibited both during class 
and in the mock interview.

TERM 3: INTERVIEW TRAINING SSAT WRITING PREP

Creative Voices II: Interview Skills
Group class taught by two instructors. Class will 
include both group and individual instruction.

Age: 4 years by class start date
Class Length: 50 minutes
Tuition:  $65 per session

Schedule: 11:30am – 12:20pm & 4:00pm – 4:50pm

Creative Voices III: Interview Skills
Group class and 3 supporting Private Lessons 

Age: 5 years old by December 31, 2019
Class Length: 50 minute group class & 28 minute 

private classes
Tuition:  $50 per group session, $65 per private session

Schedule: 11:00am – 11:50am & 4:00pm – 4:50pm

Private Classes
Grades: Kindergarten – 12 
Class Length: 28 minutes
Tuition:  $65 per session

Schedule: 10:00am – 5:30pm

This class focuses on the writing sample portion of  the SSAT exam, which is used to assess students’ 
writing ability, creativity, and organizational and time management skills. While the writing sample is 
unscored, it is an essential component of  the SSAT, and may provide the key to whether or not a stu-
dent’s application is successful.The course will prepare students for success in:

•	 Story creation and execution 
•	 Time management and organization 
•	 Punctuation and grammar
•	 Clarity and precision 
•	 Story structure, tense, and point of view

Grades: 4-7
Class Length: 50 minutes
Tuition:  $50 per session

Term 3
Schedule: 4:00pm – 4:50pm



To register for summer classes, please 
visit our website or contact us directly.

info@theboltonacademy.com
604-261-2203

www.theboltonacademy.com
5550 Fraser Street, 2nd Floor

Vancouver, BC
V5W 2Z4

CONTACT INFORMATION

SEE YOU IN THE SUMMER!


